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GERMAN DEPARTMENT,

Hicfore the year 1585 nu separate
{ierman Uepnrl:nent exigted in the
B nnumt}, but’ it was imluded inj
the Department of Modern I.un-|
guages, with Prol. Boieson in charge-!
I'rof. Jageman, now of Hurvard Col- |
lege, was the first professoraller t]l-ﬂl
epartment ‘of Glermnn was ur'gun-i
izvel.  In 1559 Prof. Gustaf Messton
came to the beod of the uq.lull"l-hll..:l.ll
and is £till in charge.

During this time the eourse has)
leen growing in fmportance undi

in popular faver. OF the prosent
seniur cless ten are naking Geruun,
their~ major subject, The present
attendance  in the department isf
153, which perhaps is tin Inrgest
number in any one departinent ex-
cept that of MKnglish.- As the de-
partmient has been growing in favor
new work has been added to meet
the demands of tho student and the
rogress of thenge. - Morve literature
is studlied than formerdy and’ the
work in the history of the language
iz being extended. The postgrud-
uate work is being mope aml more
L-mplua:zed and it is the intention
to give specinl work to thuse whe
bave graduated, so that they need
not go away from the University in
unim tu carry on the study of Ger-
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“The course is so arranged that the
first* two years are devoted almost
exclusively to the nequisition of the
modern language, the reading ma-
terinl Leing chosen merely from a

‘the thirdand fourth yeurs literature
is an important factor and the in-
tention is togivea fairdevelopment
of the life, custonig, and writings of
the: peaple. Here one hour a wevk i
also devoted to current rewding of |
tsoethie, Sehiller, Lessing, Kleist und!
others; from here the German Jun-!
guage iz used in the clags romn |11ure}
ad more exelusively.  Elective or,
post-rrnduate work congisis lIF"LL'i'l.
! a historicn]l nnd, eowsparative;
sludly of the literature and the lun-|
gunge, with the =pevial pucpose in
view ol observing the reasons, mnws!
vie, and not of simply  stodying
the present conditions, 1t iz the|

‘the erganizativn ofu small German

wim uf the 1||Mrunl.uu o g nn‘u Bl |
iore aml  poztarrmduntes n correct
view uf'the langunge—io lewd them
to 2ee that there is a science of lan-|
guuge, and that it is not a dmul'
weehanisn, but o living org: umm
with luw and order. - Thus the stud-

ent learns to get more than a super-
Heial view, nud is taught o see that )
Imuguuge 48 a ert branch o.fl
nalure. . -

The CGermun ﬂepqrtment m--r
deavors to be true to the conditions|
of the system - whigh chiructerizes,
tho Vniversivy of [oddivnw Profes.
syra Karsten and Osthaug, who were!
buew und reared in Germuny; wid!
there enjoyed the advuntages of n,
University education in their spec-|
iulty, consider it their duty to in-|
struct the students, not only during|
the obligatory . recitation Lwurs bug!
alro to nesist them individually in!
privicle, by means of persoial fnters
course. Mr. Howe, who has Leen
clectéd as an instructor this year,
nlzo tukes great interest in the ad-
vanvement of the members of his:
cluse, Uune new phase introduced |
to help the student in his study 8

cluly, which along with social inter-
course, takes upon itself the study of
Genman songs. Popular and stud-|
ent songs, gay and earnes, are sung:
in churus or solo. Thus in the,
maost pleasant way a clear um;lrr-l
standing ol the spirit of (ierman !
life is mvn.LLn{:d within the -ct!.ltt-
ent; at the same time by moeans!
of these songs lamiliurity with;
the ierman language is wuch in-.
crva-med f

" The purpose of the undergradu-
ale work in German i3 to propone;
teachers to present this subject!
in common und high schools, ur’
to give elementary instruction i
higlhier institutions, The la<t twn!
years' work is imtended for be-’
ginning German  epevialists, and
lewds into a comparative shnly of,
the Germanie languages.  This)
course aitng at healthful wethmds:
in langoage and liternture 1'!---'-.":L."||4||!J
and =timulates e studeurs b oriz-
inal investimition. The towm ams
bition is tu develop a selool of Ger-!
manistic stwly, The professors al
this departinent believe that the:
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Americana ought o get the best of.
the Grermmanic like and azsimilate il,l
recogmizing that  “Teoletion i«
curke’’  They aet on the prim:i;_:lul
that German should e taught at
the University for its own suke il |
not only for inunediate “practieal
use," or as an “accomplishment.”!
From the pointof view of a true'
American edugation,German should |
be tauplit in_every high school of !
the lund, as Engliili'iu taught in
the nor[esl,:pm.ling' 1in.+l;itut.im|.s of
Germany. | e et mn |

The methods jn -this departinent |
nre based npon the. belief (1) thas!
the student should work with 1Iu.-i
indellect and nat ‘solely witlh th
wemory, and () that-the tc_ucheri
should teach, as well a3 hear his
clasges. The student is taught to |
analyze and to understand—to work
fromi what he alrcady knows, to
build upen what is known, to oot
lvok to the dictionary tos much, lo
work intelligently and not mechan-
ieally. The so-called vatnral meth-
od is considered the proper oue for
the instruction of children; but|
what is naturnl to the child, does;
not satisfy meo and women whol
ean grasp ruleg and through one;
law undemstand w number of indi-
vidual cases, Therefore the study of
grammar precedes and accompanivs
the practice in speaking amd writ-
ing. Compositions are written and|
supplementary reading is insisted
upon in all the lower elazses. ;

Dr. Gustaf E. Karsten, professor
of Germanie Philolugy, was lborn
on the furm near Marienburg. in
Ciermany ( Prosdia) on Moy 22, 1850,
He attended the gymnusiom near
Marienlmirg and sruduated in 15878;
he studied at the Universities of
Leipzig, Kiwenigsberg, Hpidellwrg,
Freibure; io 1353 he louk the P'h.;
1), degree at Freiburg; he stadied
at Lundou, Paris and other places!
from 1833 to 1SSG in 185-86 he
tavght Germanie aml Lomance
Philolugy ot the University of |
Gienevn,. Switzerlaned [ in 1556 he!
Lecame professor of Domance lLan-|
punges nt Ludinna Universily; sinee
1588 he has been professor of Ger-
manie Philology as stted alwve,
I"vol. Karsten is well prepured for
the wark in which he is ensned, |
e ims doue extensive work oute;
side of his University teaching,
wnd has contributed many original
arlicles for various wamzines, pi-
pers and beoks., In London and
[aris he studied the fisst-hand!}

waterinl in the shupo of old French
and German manuseripls, some ol
which he copiwl for future pulilica-
tion. Ile did this work .with [lal-
ology specially in view and it has
well prepared him fora compara-
tive and historieal study of Ger-
man.  Among. a. goore of more ol
hiz articles, -written in  English,
Germun and Italinn, and publisled
in the Aweriean and German pub-
lications, may be wentioned “The
Hiwtory ot the 0ld French Coneo-
aants” (Freiburg in Daden, 1843,
“aald - Principien der  8prachyse-
gehichte”(Modern Langunge Notea);
“Spevch units and their role in
Hownd changes and Phovetiv Law,"”
{(Trmnsactions of the Modern Lau-
guage Association), "l ndo-Luropean
u alter consonants,” * Etymologien;
Sievers, (Maul vnd Broune) Dei-
trivge zur Lieschichte der deutsehen
spunche vnd Literntur,” “The Py
chologival Bugis ol Phonetic Luw
and Auology,"and “Fuust Studies™
Many others of eyual merit, some
of which are exbaustive reviews,
have been extensively recognized,
P'raf, Karsten is-io line with the
progressive epirit o' the age and L,
lieves ivis the university teachers
duvy to dig up new waterial to pro-
sent tv his pupils for nssimilation,
He believes that cduecation can e
gotten from ull departments of
study and thinks that in the great
lield of science cuch partis equally

worthy of o thurough trentment

und of & scholar’s curnest T
tion: hw is liberal in iy views and
would not belittle bis collengue's-
specinlity and claim the ehuraeter
ol 2ehiolarship for hiz work alone,
but ruther would he ot every one
vome bravely forward with the re-
gult of Lis- studiea, helieving that
every god work will be welvome,
whether . it by in pedagogica or
phonetics, literature or syntas, on
English or Volapuk, Browd minded
and  pussessed ol ucvery liberal
spirit, Dr. - Karsten appreciates the
et that all men are brothers wind
Lie lives in wecordance with ths

wrineiple, e is a member of the

Luthermn Churelr aml isn Kuoight
of Pythins, In lis home lue is kind
and witvetionate, aml in the elass-
roome e is plensant ad  polive,,
always placing the gredtest conlfi-
denee in hiz stwdentz, whom he is
ever vend v to add in their work, Je
i bobd i thought, aml conserva
tive in poactive, e i warnest aol
meditativey bor at tlee s tinh-
Jully md entertaining, In the
class-room no one sees Lis wemgwer
ruflled, but he brings enerey and
sunshine to fighten and b brighiten,
amd it may be said that his stu-
dents are always his friele.

4. M. Cannanax,



